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17 April 2013  
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

CATHAY PACIFIC RELEASES COMBINED TRAFFIC FIGURES  
FOR MARCH 2013 

 
Cathay Pacific Airways today released combined Cathay Pacific and Dragonair 
traffic figures for March 2013 that show an increase in the number of passengers 
carried compared to the same month in 2012, alongside a decrease in cargo and 
mail tonnage. 
 
Cathay Pacific and Dragonair carried a total of 2,550,108 passengers in March – an 
increase of 6.7% compared to the same month last year. The passenger load factor 
climbed by 4.0 percentage points to 83.4%, while capacity, measured in available 
seat kilometres (ASKs), fell by 6.6%. In the first quarter of 2013, the number of 
passengers carried showed a 2.8% increase against a capacity decline of 6.4%. 
 
The two airlines carried 136,504 tonnes of cargo and mail last month, a drop of 5.3% 
compared to March 2012. The cargo and mail load factor fell by 1.9 percentage 
points to 66.4%. Capacity, measured in available cargo/mail tonne kilometres, 
declined by 8.3%, while cargo and mail revenue tonne kilometres were down by 
10.8%. In the first quarter of 2013, the tonnage drop of 1.4% compared to a 4.8% 
capacity decrease.  
 
Cathay Pacific General Manager Revenue Management James Tong said: “The 
pick-up in our passenger business continued to gather pace in March, boosted by 
the Hong Kong Sevens and the start of the Easter peak. Demand in all cabins was 
robust throughout the month and we mounted a number of additional flights to cater 
for demand over the Easter and Ching Ming holiday period. We also began to 
restore some of the flights that were cancelled last year as part of our cost-saving 
initiatives. Flights were added back on the Toronto and Los Angeles routes at the 
end of March, and New York will resume to four flights a day from September.” 
 
Cathay Pacific General Manager Cargo Sales & Marketing James Woodrow said: 
“We saw little change in the overall market situation in March. Demand was slow to 
recover from the extended closure of factories over the Chinese New Year period in 
February, and there was no significant surge out of our two key markets, Hong Kong 
and Mainland China. The major airfreight markets have been soft for two years now 
and, with no sign of any sustained pick-up in sight, we will continue to manage our 
freighter capacity in line with market demand.”  
 
The full March figures are on the next page. 
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CATHAY PACIFIC / 
DRAGONAIR COMBINED 
TRAFFIC 

MAR % Change Cumulative % 
Change 

 2013 VS MAR 12 
 

MAR 2013 YTD 
 

RPK (000)     
 - China 702,256  12.1% 2,026,504  9.1% 
 - North East Asia 1,145,043  14.7% 3,172,697  4.4% 
 - South East Asia 1,246,686  6.2% 3,561,119  6.2% 
- India, Middle East, Pakistan & 
Sri Lanka 

719,229  -8.0% 1,961,463  -8.4% 

 - South West Pacific & South 
Africa 

1,142,074  -2.7% 3,702,928  -6.5% 

 - North America 2,194,927  -15.0% 6,218,349  -13.8% 
 - Europe 1,564,499  0.9% 4,341,145  -1.7% 
RPK Total (000) 8,714,714  -2.0% 24,984,205  -3.8% 
Passengers carried 2,550,108  6.7% 7,217,208  2.8% 
Cargo and mail revenue tonne 
km (000) 

760,765  -10.8% 2,058,766  -6.4% 

Cargo and mail carried (000kg) 136,504  -5.3% 373,048  -1.4% 
Number of flights 5,941  5.3% 17,373  5.1% 
 
CATHAY PACIFIC / 
DRAGONAIR COMBINED 
CAPACITY 

MAR % Change Cumulative % 
Change 

 2013 VS MAR 12 
 

MAR 2013 YTD 
 

ASK (000)     
 - China 958,376  8.0% 2,805,428  7.1% 
 - North East Asia 1,409,732  2.3% 4,257,168  2.1% 
 - South East Asia 1,508,469  7.4% 4,496,019  7.4% 
- India, Middle East, Pakistan & 
Sri Lanka 

937,783  -5.5% 2,687,950  -7.8% 

 - South West Pacific & South 
Africa 

1,452,390  -12.5% 4,551,408  -11.2% 

 - North America 2,437,982  -19.1% 7,062,075  -17.7% 
 - Europe 1,747,746  -5.7% 5,029,193  -6.6% 
ASK Total (000) 10,452,478  -6.6% 30,889,241  -6.4% 
Passenger load factor 83.4% 4.0pt 80.9% 2.1pt 
Available cargo/mail tonne km 
(000) 

1,145,242  -8.3% 3,232,616  -4.8% 

Cargo and mail load factor 66.4% -1.9pt 63.7% -1.1pt 
ATK (000) 2,139,213  -7.5% 6,169,983  -5.5% 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
Elin Wong, Corporate Communication Manager-Public Affairs, 2747-5362, 
email: elin_wong@cathaypacific.com 
Tracy Tang, Assistant Manager–Public Affairs, 2747-5376, email: tracy_tang@cathaypacific.com 
 
Media Enquiries: 2747-5393 
 

The Cathay Pacific Website can be found at www.cathaypacific.com  
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